DATE:

November 20, 2009

TO:
Superintendents and Administrators, 
Sponsors of the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs

FROM:
Becky Bessette, MS, RD

 Coordinator, Child Nutrition Programs

RE:
Food Service During School Closures Due to H1N1 Outbreaks

The United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) is encouraging all LEA’s to develop emergency response plans to ensure children eligible for free/reduced meals have access to meals if schools are closed/dismissed due to public health emergencies. The USDA is allowing RIDE to waive certain requirements so that schools have the ability to provide meals during unexpected school closings specifically relating to an H1N1 outbreak by amending their Agreement to operate the National School Lunch Program to include the Summer Food Service Program.   

There are currently no plans for schools to close due to the H1N1 virus, however, for children eligible for free or reduced price meals that rely on school meals for a significant portion of their daily nutrition, school closure or dismissal could have a significant negative impact.  

USDA’s Summer Food Service Program was created to provide nutritious meals for low income children when school is not in session.  Currently, for children enrolled in schools that close or dismiss as a direct result of the H1N1 virus, reimbursable meals may be offered by schools under a modified Summer Food Service Program.  

In order to be ready, should such an emergency situation occur, we have crafted two documents that need to be completed by your LEA then submitted and approved by RIDE to be in effect.  They are:
1. Addendum to our RIDE/LEA Agreement to Operate School Meal Programs at
 http://www.esnacs.ride.ri.gov/esnacs/aspx/Documents_Manager/H1N1ADDENDUM%20TO%20RIDE%20STATE%20AGENCY%20Nov%2009_723.doc 
2. Waiver Request to Operate the Summer Food Service Program Because of School Closure/Dismissal Due to H1N1 Outbreaks at 

http://www.esnacs.ride.ri.gov/esnacs/aspx/Documents_Manager/WAIVER%20REQUEST%20FOR%20SCH%20DISMISSAL%20Nov%2009rev_720.doc 

The Waiver Request constitutes a plan by which the LEA intends to distribute meals under the emergency conditions.  Based on discussions with representative food service providers, we envision that such a plan, in most cases, would be based on meals being picked up by an identifiable member of a student’s household at a central school distribution site at specified times.  However, every LEA may submit their own plan for any and every school in the district that the LEA wants to make the modified services available.  
 To help school districts/LEAs in the decision-making process and formulating a plan, we are including a set of Questions and Answers: Responding to School Dismissals for H1N1 Outbreaks with this memo at:

http://www.esnacs.ride.ri.gov/esnacs/aspx/Documents_Manager/SP 42 Schools Dismissal for H1N1 Outbreaks Q&A 2nd Edition_714.doc 
Such plans would only be implemented on an as-needed basis and approval by RIDE will not obligate LEAs to implement their meal distribution plan; the decision to operate rests with the LEA.

We encourage school districts to act quickly by submitting the Addendum to our RIDE/LEA Agreement to Operate School Meal Programs.   The waiver request or plan should be submitted as soon as possible.  Our staff is prepared to work with LEAs and their food service providers on the development of these plans.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call Stephen Carey at 222-8936 or via email at stephen.carey@ride.ri.gov .
